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Preſbyters and Deacons not comma 


fioned to preach without the Biſhop's 


Allowance, 


DISCOURSE 


Addreſſed to a certain | 
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METHODIST CLERGYMAN. 
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Net every one, that ſaith unto me, Lora, Lord, ſhall epter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but he that dith the Will of my Father, 


evhich is in Heaven. Matt. vu. 21. 
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of 
PEEFATC K 


S » E CLERGYMAN's LETTER, upon 
which we formerly made the few 
remarks, we here attempt to vin- 

dicate, was chiefly occaſioned, as himſelf 

informs us, by the cenſures paſſed in the 

Craftſman of the preceding Saturday, upon 

the peculiar tenets of the Methodiſt Divines. 

and more particularly upon the tickets, 
which a popular preacher had delivered to 
ſome of his followers. In this Letter he 
informs his weak brethren, © that a Clergy- 

« man is one who is allotted of God to 

© miniſter in holy things; — a Clergy- 

©* nan is one whoſe commiſſion runs, 

e Preach tbe Goſpel to cbery creature. With- 

out entering into any controverſy about the 

doftrines, which had already exerciſed the 
pens of very able writers, I thought it might 
not be unſerviceable to point out this Gen- 
tleman's miſtake in aiſcipline, which did not 
appear to me to have been hitherto ſuffi- 
ciently conſidered by others; and accord- 

. ingly I attempted to ſhew in a few ſhort. 

remarks, that his laſt poſition was neither 

countenanced by Scripture, Antiquity, or 
the Church of Euglaud. I had no reaton to 
apprehend, that this attempt could be diſ- 

pleaſing 
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N 


pleaſing to him, as in the cloſe of his Let- 
ter he has thus expreſſed himſelf with re- 
lation to his adverſary. © However, tho' 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


he doth not chuſe to aſk of any of them 
(the Methodiſts) the way to heaven, they 
are quite willing (as an evidence that 
they heartily with him there) to tell him 
their way without aſking, if he will lend 
them his eyes or ears; and if he approve 
it not, they are willing to hear concern- 

ing his way; and one of them, who is 
well perſuaded that he is in the frue way, 
and the true way in him, is ready through 
the way to reaſon with him concerning 
the difference of their ways.“ After 


ſuch an invitation to an adverſary not over- 
abounding in civility, who could have ima- 
gined, that a few remarks modeſtly pro- 


P 


oſed would have raiſed this Gentleman's 


indignation to ſo high a degree, as we have 
(cen it to riſe in the anſwer he has given 
to them? But herein, we beg leave to ob- 


ſerve, we have not followed his example, 


n 


the truths we have delivered may perhaps 


P 


ot returned razling for railing. And tho 


rove unacceptable to him, he will be 


pleaſed to conſider, that the moſt charitable 
Otlice, which any man can ſhew to his 


1 
* 


eighbour, is an honeſt endeavour to con— 
ince him of the errour of his way. 


A VIN- 


4 


VINDICATION, @c. 


IX. 


KX2#XX F I had not been thoroughly 
* 1 F convinced that the principle, 
* Fs which gives to every inferiour 
NN Clergyman an unlimited Com- 
miſſion to preach, was both wrong in it- 
ſelf, and dangerous in its Conſequences, I 
ſhould have taken no notice of the Letter 
you publiſhed laſt Year in the London 
Chronicle of January 1. The manifeſt 
tendency of it to ſubvert the Order and 
Oeconomy, which Ch has eſtabliſhed in 
the government of his Church upon Earth, 
and the pernicious Effects, which, I had 
reaſon to apprehend, might ariſe from it, 
were the Motives which induced me to 
lay before you the Remarks I cauſed to be 
printed in the ſame Chronicle of February 
23. Theſe Motives ſtill ſubſiſt; and as 
you did not appear to have invalidated any 
one of the Facts I there advanced, or ihewn 
any of the Reaſonings to have been incon- 
B cluſive, 
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cluſive, in the Reply you have ſince made 
to them in the ſaid Paper of May 24, and 
27. I ſent a Vindication of my Remarks 
to the Printer of the ſaid Chronicle, to- 
wards the end of July, or the Beginning of 
Auguſt laſt, defiring he would give that 
alſo a place in his Paper. But as for Rea- 
ſons which I am unacquainted with, he has 
after ſo long Expectation hitherto declined 
to do it, I take this Method of preſenting 
it to you and the publick, with ſome Alte- 
rations and Enlargements. 

The exceptionabie Paſſage principally 
taken Notice of in your Letter, was thus 
expreſſed; © A Clergyman is one, whoſe 
* Commiſſion runs, preach the Goſpel to every 
* Creature,” Upon which I modeſtly in- 
quired, where this Commiſſion was to be 
found ; and obſerved, that it could not be 
contained in the Commiſſion granted by 
our Saviour to his Apoſtles, upon his leav- 
ing the world, from whence the words 
feemed to have been taken, becaufe neither 


were all Clergymen Apoſtles, nor were 


Clergymen under the Degree of a Biſhop, 
whom I there named private Clergymen, 
entruſted with a Commithon of equal Ex- 
tent and Authority with the Commiſſion, 
which Chriſt had granted to his Apoſtles. 
I farther urged, that during the Apoſ- 
tolick Age, whilſt the Apoſtles remained to- 
gether at Jeruſalem, the Church was go- 
verned 
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verned by them conjointly ; that upon the 
ſpreading of the Goſpel, and their Diſper- 
ſion, divers inferiour Officers were appointed 
by the Holy-Ghoſt to afliſt in the Work of 
the miniſtry; that theſe inferiour Officers 
were ſubordinate to the Apoſtles, and ſub- 
ject to their Authority, and of Courſe had 
no Right to Claim the fu!) Powers, which 
our bleſſed Saviour had granted to the Apoſ- 
tles. 

From thence, I proceeded to the Age 
immediately following, and obſerved that 
Biſhops were in all Churches ſubſtituted in 
the Place of the Apoſtles, having a like 
Commiſſion with that, which was original- 
ly granted to them, and haviag under them 
Preſbyters and Deacons, who had a ſhare 
in the diſcharge of the paſtoral Office, 
in ſubordination” to them. 

Theſe Officers, I farther obſerved, were 
retained in the Church of Englond, and 
plainly ſhewed, from the Offices of Ordina- 
tion printed in our Common-Prayer Enoks, 
that Prieſts and Deacons were adimitte 
to their reſpective Offices by limited Com- 
miſſions. 
then pointed out ſome unhappy Con- 
ſequences, which might poſſibly ariſe from 
the miſtaken Principle of every Clergy- 
man's having an unlimited Commiſion to 
preach, and recommended to your ſerious 

B 2 Conſideration 


141 
Conſideration che Effects, which ſo natu- 
rally flowed from it. 


And now, Sir, what reply have you 
mage to all this? You begin with telling 
us, that the Commiſion granted to the 
Apoſtles, though given in an extraordi- 
* nary Manner, was not confined to them, 
© as our blefled Saviour had promiſed to be 
« with them always, enen to the end of the 
* worig—And conſequently a Clergyman, 
ce even in the preſent Age, is one whoſe 
%“ Commiſſion runs, Preach the Goſpel to e- 
% very Creature,” You are right, Sir, in 
your Premiſſes, but wrong in your Con- 
cluſion. The Commiſſion given by Chriſt 
was not given to the Apoſtles only, but to 
the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, with 
whom it will ſubſiſt, till the World ſhall 
ceaſe to be, as the promiſes of Chyiſt can 
never fail. But Biſhops only have ſucceed- 
ed the Apoſtles in a Commiſſion of like 
Authority and Extent with theirs; and con- 
fequently Biſhops only are empowered by 


* 


the Commiſſion and promiſe, which Chriſt 


gave to his Apoſtles, to preach the Goſpel to 
every creature, and not Clergymen in gene- 
ral. 

Your Conjecture, which follows, tha 
the name of Clergyman was derived from 
the chuſing Matthias into the Apoſtleſhip 


by Lot, is a matter of no moment, tho 


it 


* — 
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it were not founded upon miſtake, “ ag it 
evidently is. And your Obſervation upon 
it, that the firſt Clergyman was an Apoſ- 
tle, is equally inſignificant, We will rea- 
dily allow you, Sir, that all the Apoſtles 
were Clergymen, but it does not therefore 
follow, that all Clergymen are Apoſtles. 
All Biſhops are Clergymen, but all Clergy- 
men are not Biſhops. 
You go on, * and though it be granted, 
* that no Clergyman in the preſent Age 
* is in the fulleſt Senſe of the word an 
« Apoſtle, yet I ſuppoſe it will be eaſily 
e allowed every true Clergyman is one, who 
© is allotted, moved, ſent, not merely of 
men, but of God, to preach the Goſpel; 
in this Senſe, and for this End therefore, 
ee he is in his meaſure an Apoſtle, ſent of 
** God, and conſequently that Part of the 
% Apoſtolick Commiſhon, which reſpects 
“ Preaching, muſt belong to him.“ An un- 
limited authority to preach is the Point in 
queſtion, and what reaſon can be aſſigned, 
why every Clergyman ſhould be entitled to 
that part of the Apoſtolical Commiſſion, 
which reſpects preaching, and not to the 
reſt? The Commiſſion granted by our Lord 
to his Apoſtles, joined to his Promiſe of be- 
ing with them always, even to the end of the 
world, can imply no leſs, than that there 
ſhould be aiways a Succeſſion of Goſpel Mi- 
* See Bingham's Antiquities, &. Book i. Chap. 5. 
niſters, 
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niſters, inveſted with reſembling Powers to 
thoſe, which he had granted to them, and 
continuing to the end of the world, Either 
then there muſt be ſome Church- Officers 
in the preſent Age ſucceeding in the place 
of the Apoſtles, or Chriſt's promiſe muſt not 
have been fulfilled; and to theſe Officers 
alone belongs the ordinary /z/heſs of the 
Apoſtolick Commiſſion. Inferiour Officers, 
Prieſts and Deacohs, ſent by theſe, have 
by God's Appointment ſuch a ſhare in the 
Miniſtrations of the Goſpel, as has been 
committed to them by theſe ſuperior Of- 
ficers, who have ſucceeded to the Apoſtles. 
Theſe, and theſe only, ſince extraordinary 
Miſſions (which were ever attended with 
miraculous Powers) have ceaſed in the 
Church, are rue Clergymen, ſent to mi- 
niſter in the Church by the proper Officers 
empowered by Chriſt to ſend them, and 
whoſe Commiſſions are net merely cf Men, 
but of Ged, as they are given by thoſe Men, 
who have received Authority from God to 
give them in his Name. But as diſtinct 
Offices neceſſarily imply diſtin Commiſ- 
ſions, all inferiour Clergymen are excluded 
from the ordinary Execution of all Powers, 
which are not contained within the Bounds 


of the Commiſſion, that has been by God's 


Appointment granted to them by their ſu- 
perior Officers, or Biſhops. 


And 


Wh 


And here I beg leave to take notice, 
that you miſrepreſent my Opinion, if you 
ſuppoſe, that I do not allow preaching in 
ſome meaſure to belong to all Clergymen. 
I have ſhewn that it does, but under ſuch 
Limitations and Reſtrictions, as their ſeveral 
Commiſſions expreſs, and the Laws of the 
Church require. It is the pretenſion to an 
unlimited Commiſſion to preach, contrary 
to all Order and Rule, which I eſteem an 
unjuſtifiable Principle, and which I think 
it the duty of every Chri/tian to oppoſe. 
Your next Paragraph is directed againſt 
the expreſſion private Clergymen, which 
you have wreſted to a different Senſe from 
what was intended, and muſt have wilfully 
miſtaken, as from the whole Tenour of 
the Diſcourſe, it could evidently ſignify 
nothing more than Cergymen under the De- 
gree cf a Biſhep. Is this proceeding fair? 
Is it conſiſtent with the Chri/tzan ſincerity 
you profeſs? It has ſupplied you indeed 
with an Opportunity of indulging, your Ta- 
lent of Railing, which you have very li- 
berally employed againit the Clergy of the 
Church of England, both of the higher and 
lower Orders. Your Reproaches, I hope, 
Rare in many reſpects ill- grounded; but 
whether they be juſt or not, they are 
foreign to the preſent purpoſe; and not 
only ſo, but the concluding Sentence in the 
firſt Part of your Inverxtive, is a direct con- 

tradiction 


tte WI 
tradiction to the 26th Article of the Church 
of England, which I ſuppoſe you muſt have 
ſubſcribed. 

I had obſerved, that whilſt the Apoſtles 
remained together at Jeruſalem, they ma- 
naged the affairs of the Church conjointly. 
To this you reply, © How far, or in what 
te Senſe, this may be true or falſe with reſ- 
e pect to the temporal Affairs of the Church, 
© I am not at preſent called upon to conſi- 
« der; the Point under Conſideration, is the 
* preaching of the everlaſting Goſpel; 
te and that I am bold to fay, neither was, 
* nor is under the Management of Man or 
« Men, but under the ſole Direction of 
* the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, 
* through the powerful Influence of his 
„ bleſſed Spirit.” Who ever imagined, that 
the Apoſtles ated by their own Authority, 
or managed the Afﬀairs of the Church, 
without the Direction of our bleſſed Savi- 
our ? But are not the Diſpenſations of God 
conveyed to us by the Hands of Men? 
The Apoſtles * governed the Church by 
Chriſt's Appointment, and received the 
Holy Ghoſt with their Commiſhon. Du- 
ring the Period aſſigned they governed it 
conjointly, and the Communication of the 
Holy Spirit went along with their Admi- 
niſtration. Be pleaſed to read over the 
eight firſt Chapters of the Acts of the A- 


”. Joh. x. 21, 23. 


poſtles, 


—— 


1 
poſtles, which contain the Hiſtory of the 
Church from the Aſcenſion of our bleſſed 
Saviour, to the time of the Apoſtles de- 
parture from Jeruſalem, and you will find, 


that all eccleſaſtical affairs, whereof preach- 


ing the Goſpel was a confiderable part, 
were carried on by the joint labours and 
direction of the 7wefve, the Holy Ghoſt co- 


operating with them, and rendering their 


O 


Miniſtrations effectal. Our bleſſed Saviour 
is undoubtedly, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, ſole 
Head of the Church. He governed it in 
Perſon whilſt upon earth, and when he 
left the World he committed the Care of 
it to his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors as his 
Vicegerents, * promiſing 20 be with them in 
their miniſtry 20 the End of the World. And 
here it may be proper to obſerve, that our 
bleſſed Lord took not himſelf upon him 
the Office of preaching, till he« had been 
externally 4+ appointed by the viſible Deſ- 
cent of the Holy Ghoſt at his Baptiſm: 
In like manner he 7 firſt choſe ?π¾-e v , and 
amongſt theſe the Traytor Judas, whom 
he named Apoſtles, and ſent forth by a 
ſpecial commiſſion to preach the Goſpel 


throughout Judea. Some time after he 


appointed other ſeventy alſo, || whom he 
ſent with a more limited Commiſſion before 
his Face into every City and Place, wwhither he 


* Matt. xxvii. 20. + Matt. iii. 16, 17. iv. 17. Heb. v. 
4. 5. Þ Matt. x. 1-8. Luke x. 1—7. Luke x. 1. 


C bimſelf 


55 

3 himſelf ſhould come. But without an exter- 

| nal Commiſſion we read not, that any of 
his diſciples ever preſumed to preach. Up- 

| on his reſurrection, “ when all Power was 

given to bim in Heaven and in Earth, his 
firſt Act was to enlarge the Powers he had 

before granted to his Apoftles, and to con- 
fer upon them a like Commitlion with that, 
which he himſelf had received from the 
Father; As my Father, ＋ faith he, has ſent 

me, even ſo ſend I you. And when he had 
ſaid this, be breathed on them, and ſaid unto 
them, Receive the Holy Gboſt. This Commil- 

fion was not like the former confined to 
Judea, but extended to the utmoſt Corners 

of the Earth, * Go ye therefore and teach all 
Nations, or, which amounts to the ſame 

thing, || Preach the Goſpel to every Creature, 

to Gentiles, as well as Jews. And accord- 

ingly & they went forth, and preached every 

aher. To atliſt them in the diſcharge of 
this Commiſſion, our bleſſed Lord before his 

Aſcenoſin, * renewed his Promiſe of ſend- 

ing to them the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 
truth, + who ſhould guide them into all truth. 

And thus we find, that their firſt entrance 

upon the Office of preaching was after the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the day 

of Pentecoſt, + when Peter ſtanding up 


Matt. xxviii. 18. + John xx. 21, 22. { Matt. xxviii. 
109. | Mark xvi. 15. 5 Mark xvi. 20. Acts i. 4, 5. 
{ J6hn-xvi, 13. 1 44s ii. 15. 
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1 
with the Eleven preached to the People: 
And from this time forward, aſſiſted by 
the Holy Ghoſt, they in Conjunction ma- 
naged the Affairs of the Church, whilſt 
they remained together at Jeruſalem. And 
when upon their ſeparation, the world was 
divided among them, they were enabled by 
the ſame Holy Spirit to govern the reſpec- 
tive Diſtricts committed to their Charge. 
They planted Churches, fet Rulers over 
them, appointed ſubordinate Miniſters, made 
Laws, and exerciſed other Acts of ſpiritual 
juriſdiction, by the afſiſtance of the ſame 
Spirit. The aſſiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt 
did not ſuperſede their Commiſſion, or diſ- 
annull the Powers, which Chriſt gave them 
at the ſame time, that he gave them the 
Holy Ghoſt. Theſe ſubſiſted in their full 
force, and the aſſiſtances given by the Holy 
Ghoſt confirmed the Commiſſion they had 
received from Chriſt. In caſes extraordi- 
nary, they were directed by the Holy Ghoſt 
in an extraordinary manner. At other 
times they were manifeſtly guided by their 
own Judgment. St. Paul* made it a Rule, 
not to preach where others had preached 
before him, that he might not build upon ano- 
ther mans foundation, and yet, as he tells us, 
be preached the Goſpel fully from Jeruſalem 
round about unto Illyricum. And that they 


* Rom. xv. 19, 20. 
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were ordinarily left to their own choice, * 


does not only appear from many paſlages of 


Scripture, but may be gathered from the 
very inſtance, which you have produced of 
the Spirits not ſuffering Paul and Timothy 
to preach the Word in Bitbynia; for other- 
wiſe there could have been no occaſion for 
a ſpecial prohibition to preach in particular 
places, as it would have been enough, that 
the Holy Ghoſt had not commanded it. 

As the Goſpeł encreaſed, and more La- 
bourers became neceflary, it pleaſed the 
Holy Ghoſt, as I have before obſerved, to 
appoint divers other Officers to aſſiſt in the 
Work of the Miniſtry, Theſe were tome 
of them ordinary, others extraordinary, but 
all of them inferiour to the Apoſtles. T So St. 
Paul, God hath ſet ſome in the Church, fir/l 
Apoſites ; ſecondarily, Prophets; thirdly, Tea- 
chers. Prophets and Teachers therefore, 
though many of them men inſpired, and 
excelling in the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit, were notwithſtanding ſubordinate to 
the Apoſtles, as the firſt Order of Mini(- 
ters was the Order of Apoſtles. 

It was further obſerved, that the Churches 
planted by each particular Apoſtle, were 
governed by him as a diſtrict Province, 
though all in general had a common con- 
cern for the whole Church, and were ſtil] 
ſubject to the College of Apoſtles; and pur- 

* See Acts xi. 25, 26. xv. 39.41, f 1 Cor. xii. 28. 
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ſuant to this obſervation it was faid, that 
St. Paul, who had converted the Corinthians, 
claimed an Authority over them above all 
other Teachers whatſoever. In reply to 
this we are aſked, © what Authority? Doth 
* he enjoin them to hear no one preach 
«© but himſelf, or ſuch, whom he ſhall 
e depute ?” No one certainly, but ſuch as 
* 7oliowed him, and feet theOrdinances, which 
he had delivered unto them, The Paſſage 
referr'd to is this, + For tho" you bave ten 
thouſand Inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye not 
many Fathers ; for in Chriſt Jeſus I have be- 
gotton you throug) the Goſpel. Wherefore, 1 
beſeech you, be ye followers of me. For this 
cauſe have J ſent unto you Timotheus, 2/0 
is my beloved fon, and faitl, Al's in the Lord, 
Who Pall bring you into rememorance of my 
Ways, which be in Chriſt, as 1 teach every 
where in every Church, Does he not here 
claim an Authority over them, as their on- 
ly Father ? Does he not in the plaineſt 
terms injoin them to be followers of him? 
Did he not ſend Timothy for this very pur- 
poſe, that he might inform them in what 
manner they ſhould fo/#ww him, by bring- 
ing to their remembrance 4:5 ways in Chri/t, 
the Inſtructions which he alone would have 
them purſue, and which he continued to give 
 g&vary where in every Church? Can terms 
be more expreſs? And does he not in the 
”. 0, Caf. P Cor. Ive 155: 36s. $5. 
words 
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words immediately following ſtill farther 
aſſert his authority by threatning to puniſh 
the diſobedient, who ſhould attempt to gain- 
ſay it? * Now ſome are puffed up, as theugh 1 
would not come unto you, But I will come to 
you ſhortiy, if the Lord will, and will know, 
ot the ſpeech of them which be puffed up, but 
the Power. For the Kingdom of God is not 
in word, but in Power. What will ye? ſhall I 
come unto you with a Rod? 

« Nay verily,” ſay you, © he tells them, 
ce that whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
Hall are yours.” The whole Paſſage ſtands 
thus; + Therefore let no man glory in Men, 
for all are yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, 
or Things preſent, or T bings to come, all are 
yours; and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's, Now, Sir, what conſequence favou- 
rable to W icheme can you draw from 
theſe words? Did Cyphas, or Apolics, 
preach to the Coriutbiaus in oppoſition to 

the Authority of St. Pau? They evidently 
did not. What then? Why, though T:mo- 
thy might be deputed by St. Paul, ſay 
you, it 1s plain, that polis was not. 
«© Here then is a plain undeniable in- 
&« ſtance of a Preacher of the Goſpel, who 
e hitherto was neither managed, nor direct- 
« ed, either by a particular Apoſtle, or 
the whole College of Apoſtles together. 


1 Cor. vi. 18, 10, 20, 21. f 1. Cor. iti. 21, 22, 23. 
How 


\ 


E 
How far Apollos, as a Preacher of the 
Goſpel to the Corinthians, was, or was not, 
managed or directed by the Apoſtles, does 
by no means appear from Scripture. St. 
Paul * terms him a Minifler, by whom they 
believed. From whence we may juſtly con- 
clude that he was a joint-labourer with 
him in their converſion. But whether 
herein he acted in a publick or in a private 
capacity, the Scripture 1s filent. St. Paul 
does not call him a Miniſter of Chri/t, as 


you have miſquoted him, but ſimply a 


minifier, or Agent, by whom they believed. 
In the infancy of the Goſpel, many Con- 
verſions were wrought by private perſons. 
And it is one thing to make Converts to 
Chriſtianity, and to convince the unbeliev- 
ing + Jews, by Arguments and Teſtimo- 
nies drawn from Scripture, that 7ejus was 
the Meſſiah, which every private man 
might do, and is all that appears {rom Scrip- 
ture to have been done by Apollos, and ano- 
ther to preach the Goſpel authoritatively in 
a publick Congregation. Apollos himſelf 4 
learnt the way of God more perfectly from 
the Inſtructions of Aquila and Priſcilla his 


Wife. And though no || Woman can have 


Authority to preach the Goſpel in a ſettled 
Congregation, yet was Priſcilla in the lan- 


* 1, Cor. iii. 5. + Acts xviii. 28. Þ Bid. v, 26, || 1 Cor. 
XV. 34. 


guage 
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guage of St. Paul one of the Miniſters, by 


whom Apollos believed. 

But let us ſuppoſe, that Apollos was a 
Miniſter of Chriſt in the common accepta- 
tion of the Word, and an authorized 
Preacher of the Goſpel! in the Church of Co- 
rinth; he muſt in this caſe have had a 


_ Miſſion to preach, either ordinary or ex- 


traordinary. For, as * St. Paul argues, 
How can they preach, except they be ſent? 


If his Miſſion was ordinary, he muſt have 


been appointed either by ſome other Apol- 
tle, or by St. Paul, who, though abſent 
from Epbeſus at the time, when Apolios de- 
parted thence for Achaia, might have con- 
curred with the Brethren, who had recom- 
mended him, and ſupported their recom- 
mendation by a future appuintment. And 
though it be not recorded expreſsly in the 
place you refer to, that he had a Commiſ- 
ſion either from St. Paul, or any other A- 
poſtle, the ſilence of the Scripture alone 
does not afford a ſufficient argument to diſ- 
prove it. Timothy is in one place ſaid to 
have been nee by the laying on of the 
Hands of the Preſbytery, without any men- 


tion made of St. Paul's concurrence in his 


Ordination; and yet we 4 learn from St. 
Paul's ſecond Epiſtle to him, that this Gift 
was conferred on him by the putting on of 
St. Paul's own Hands. And that this might 


„Rom. xX. 15. 4 1. Tim. iv. 14. 4 2. Tim. 1. 6. 


be 
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be the caſe with reſpe&t to Apollos, we 
have the more reaſon to believe, as we have 
the expreſs * teſtimony of St. Clement of 
Rome, a writer beyond all exception, who 
was himſelf familiarly converſant both with 
St. Peter and St. Paul, that Apollos was a 
perſon approved by them; + which is an 
uſual expreſſion with St. Clement to denote 
ſuch perſons as were appointed to be of- 
ficers of the church, either by the Apoſtles 
themſelves, or by their direction. 

If the miſſion of Apollos was extraordi- 
nary, then muſt he have been one of thoſe 
inſpired perſons, who, as I before obſer v- 
ed, upon the {preading of the goſpel, were 
appointed by the Holy Ghoſt in an extra- 
ordinary manner to aſſiſt in the miniſtry, 
and a plain inſtance of their Þ inferiority 
and ſubordination to the Apoſtles. 


In churches lately planted, and not tho- 


roughly ſettled, it was cuſtomary with St. 
Paul to defer the ordaining of fixed miniſ- 
ters, till ſuch time as he had made a ſecond 
viſit to confirm them. || Thus when with 
Barnabas he returned again to Ly/tra, and 
to Iconium, and to Antioch, * they confirmed 


* Clem. Rom. Ep. ad Corinth. cap. 47. p. 188. ed. 
Cantab. 1718, + Ibid. cap. 42. p. 170. et cap. 48. p. 176. 
1 At the time this epiſtle was wrote, Apollos was an atten- 
dant upon St. Paul, who was minded to have ſent him to Co- 
rintb upon the ſame errand with Timothy; but Apollos declined 
it, as judging the time inconvenient, 1. Cor. xvi. 12. 

Ad. xiv. 21. 22. 23. 
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the fouls of the diſciples, and ordained them 
elders in every city, which they had not be- 
fore. And hence it was, that in the church 
of Corinth, which was not yet formed into 
a regular church, all religious offices were 
performed by prophets and gifted teachers, 
and, as we learn from this very epiſtle, 
ſometimes very irregularly. Twas this 
ſituation, which gave occaſion to certain 
men of turbulent diſpoſitions to queſtion 
the Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul; and hence it 
was, that he lay under a neceſſity of aſſer- 
ting his authority, which he abundantly 
made good by proving his right to the 
Apoſtleſhip, and in conſequence to all the 
powers, which belonged to an Apoſtle who 
had converted them, and to a ſuperiority 
over all other teachers among the reſt. 

But does not St. Paul, ſay you, * plainly 
tell the Philippians, that though ſome were 
encouraged by his ſufferings to preach Chriſt 


with greater boldneſs, and others had 


preached him out of envy and ſtrife, thro' 
contention and not fincerely, noteithſtanding 
every way, whether in pretence or truth, as 
Chriſt was preached, he therein rejoiced. 
And would you, Sir, from hence conclude, 
that if Chriſt be preached, it matters not by 
whom he is preached? Does St. Paul 
hereby approve the preaching Chriſt out of 
envy and ſtrife? He furely does not. But 


Phil. 3: 14. 
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E 
if in the courſe bf his providence it ſhall 
pleaſe God to turn the evil purpoſes of 
wicked men to the advantage of his 
Church, has not every good man reaſon 
with St. Paul to rejoice? 

You go on, © fince then the Apoſtle 
© Paul tells the Corinthians, that all the 
© miniſters of Chriſt are theirs; ſince he 
* informs them (1, Cor. xii. 14.) that tho 
ce they have diverſities of gifts, yet it is the 
« ſame ſpirit, who hath given them for the 
ce perfecting of the Saints, for the edification 
« of the body of Chriſt: (Eph. iv. 12.) 
« ſince therefore he permits them to enjoy, 
e not only the wiſdom of a Paul, but alſo 
* the plainneſs of Cephas, and eloquence of 
e Apollos; ſince he even rejoices becauſe 
« Chriſt is preached, whether in pretence 
+ « or truth; it is clear to a demonſtration, 
| ce that the Apoſtle claims no ſuch Lordſhip 
cc ver their faith, as to forbid them to hear 
te any miniſter of Chriſt, becauſe not de- 
e puted by him.” The firſt and laſt of 
p theſe allegations we have conſidered alrea- 
; | dy. But why do you alter the terms I 
1 made uſe of? My words were, that St. 
© Paul claimed an authority over the Co- 
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= & rinthians above all teachers; your's are, 
* | ce that St. Paul claims no ſuch T.ordſhip 
1 ce over their faith, as to forbid them to 
e, fi < hear any miniſter of Chriſt, becauſe not 
7 e deputed by him.” Are theſe Rn 
he | 8 
of 
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of the ſame import? Or, what do you 
mean, Sir, by Lordſhip over their faith ? 
Did the Apoſtles permit their diſciples to 
think and act as they thought fit, or to fol- 
low whom they pleaſed ? Or could he be 
either a miniſter of Chriſt, or in the true 
way, who did not ſtedfaſtly adhere to their 
doctrine and fellowſhip? The claim aſ- 
ſigned to St, Paul has been already made 
good, and will be farther confirmed by the 
conſideration of the two following paſſages 
in St. Paul's epiſtles to the Corinthians and 
Epheſians, which you have thus joined to- 
gether ; © he informs them (1. Cor. xi. 4.) 
de that though they have diverſities of gifts, 
&« yet it is the fame ſpirit, who hath given 
* them for the per fecting of the Saints, for 
&* the edification of the body of Chriſt.” (Eph. 
iv. 12.) The Apoſtles deſign in the firſt 
paſſage is to inform the Corinthians, that 
though the gifts of the ſpirit were impart- 
ed to divers perſons, yet theſe were not 
only different in power, but ſubordinate in 
degree. He lets them know, that the 
Church was a well-regulated ſociety, a 
body conſiſting of ſeveral members united 
to Chriſt the head, by the intermediate union 
of one member to another, and the mutual 
diſcharge of the ſeveral functions allotted to 
each of them. * Now ye are the body of Chri/t, 
and members in particular. And God hath ſet 
ſome in the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily 
* 1 Cor, xii, 21. 28. 


prophets, 


1 
prophets, thirdly teachers; after that miracles, 
then gifts of healing, be 2 governments, di- 
ver ſities of tongues. Are all Apoſtles? The 
firſt in order were Apoſtles, appointed to 
govern by a ſpecial commiſſion from Chriſt, 
to whom all others were py to be ſub- 
je& however diſtinguiſhed xt to theſe 
were prophets, and after them teachers, who 
had each of them divers ſpiritual graces com- 
municated ro them by the ſame ſpirit ; bat 
ſtill they were adminiſtrations diſtin& from 
theApoſtleſhip, different in powers, and limi- 
ted in the uſe of them, which notwithſtand- 
ing contributed conjointly to the ſupport and 
ſubſiſtence of the whole, whilſt each par- 
| ticular member ſupplied the office that 
was aſſigned him, without intruding into 
the province of another, or making a di- 
viſion in the body, one principal end of 
their appointment being, * that there might 
be no ſchiſm in the body. Can you after this, 
Sir, queſtion St. Paul's authority to govern 
the Church of Corinth above all other tea- 
chers ? Or can you not acknowledge, that 
it is the duty of inferior miniſters to confine 
themſelves within the limits of their pro- 
per commiſſion ? To the fame purpole in 
the paſſage referred to in the Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians the Apoſtle + tells us, that Chri/? 
gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome prophets, and 
ſome evangeliſts, and ſome paſtors and tea- 

id. v. 25. 7 Eph, iv. 11,-12,-16, 
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chers, 
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chers, for the perfecling of the ſaints, for 
the work of the miniſiry, for the edifying af 
the body of Chriſl— From whom the whole bo- 
dy fitly joined together, and compacted by that 
which every joint ſupplieth, according to the 
efectual working in the meaſure of every part, 
maketh increaſe of the body, unto the edifying 
of itſelf in love, The members of the 
Church are united to Chriſt the head, by 
being united to the proper officers, whom 


Chriſt has appointed to ſupply his place 


upon earth; and thus being fitly joined to- 


getner, and compacted by that which theſe 
joints ſupply, they make an increaſe of 
the body to edification : the vital influence 
of the Holy Spirit being communicated to 
each particular member, whilſt by adhering 
to his proper paſtor he maintains the uni- 
ty of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 

« But juſt fo,” that is, in the ſame words 
with St. Paul, you ſay, © could Philip the 
« Deacon have ſaid to the Eunuch, to the 
« believers at AZzozus, or to any other 
c Church, which in a miniſterial ſenſe was 
„ planted by him.” Indeed he could not. 
The power claimed by St. Paul, was a 


power Apoſtolical. And there is a manifeſt 


difference between Churches planted by 
Apoſtles and by inferior miniſters. Philip, 
though an inſpired preacher and an evan- 
geliſt, exerciſed only a limited power, ſub- 


ordinate to the authority of the Apoſtles. 
His 


E 

His converſions were incomplete, till the 
had been confirmed by the Apoſtles, * 
who, hearing of his ſucceſs in Samara, 
ſent thither Peter and John, to ſupply what 
was wanting in him by giving the Holy 
Ghoſt, to which Philip's powers did not 
extend. 

« Juſt ſo,” you add, * may any miniſter 
© of. Chriſt even now ſay to thoſe, who 
« have under his miniſtry been awakened 
* out of the ſleep of nature and favingly 
brought to Jeſus Chriſt; whereſoever 
« they were born, bred, or dwell; and 
* not only ſo, but to an aſſembly of this 
* kind, I readily allow, he may ſo ſpeak, 
eas no other human teacher can whatſo- 
« ever.” All eccleſiaſtical power muſt be 
derived either from an ordinary or an ex- 
traordinary commiſſion. In a church re- 
gularly formed, no miniſter can have any 
power as a miniſter of that church, but 
what he 1s allowed to exerciſe by his or- 
dinary commiſſion. Nor can any ſubordi- 
nate miniſter now take upon him the ex- 
erciſe of the Apoſtolical power here claim- 
ed and adminiſtered by St. Paul, without 
tranſgreſſing the bounds of his commiſſion, 
and invading the prerogatives and juriſ- 


diction of his ſuperiour officers. Or, if 


ary miniſter ſhall] now pretend to act by 
an extraordinary commiſſion, he muſt firſt 

* AQ. viii. 14. %. 
prove 
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prove his right to it, by producing proper 
evidence to ſhew that he is inſpired, before 
his pretenſions can be juſtly admitted. St. 
Paul preſumed not to claim the authority 
he exerciſed over the Corinthians, 'till by the 
miracles he wrought he had given full proof 
both of his general commiſſion, and his 
right to diſcharge the duties of it towards 
them. For in nothing, * ſays he, am 1 behind 
the very chiefeſt Apoſtles. Truly the ſigns of 
an Apoſtle were wrought among you in all pa- 
tence, in figns, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 


Having now fully confidered, and anſ- 
wered every thing material, that you have 
urged from ſcripture, let us proceed to the 
judgment and practice of the primitive 
Church in the ages immediately following 
the death of the Apoſtles, which you very 
diſreſpectfully call the vaſt and perplexing 
wilderneſs of human traditions. Yet you 
have told us, that the commiſſion given by 
Chriſt to his Apoſtles did not expire with 
them ; and if not, it muſt have extended 
to their ſucceſſors; and how ſhould we 


they exerciſed, but from the early Fathers 
and antient Biſhops of the Church, who 
living near to the Apoſtles times, and de- 
riving their commiſſions from them, could 
not be miſtaken in point of fact, and 
and whoſe integrity and zeal ſor truth muſt 
tine. 

N exempt 


learn, who theſe were, or what powers 


e 
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exempt them from every the leaſt ſuſpicion N 
of fraud or falſhood; Contemptible, Sir, 
as they may appear to you, there is no 
| Chriſtian community of any note now in 
ö the world, however they may have devi- 
ated from it in practice, which has not de- 
clared themſelves diſpoſed to acquieſce in 
their judgment. The reformed Churches 
in general have all done it. And what 
may more immediately concern you, every 
Preacher in the Church of England is 
required by Canon to conform to their ſen- 
timents, and to adapt his diſcourſes to the 
doctrine, which they have taught. The 
words of the * Canon are theſe. Preachers 
ſhall in the firſt place take heed, that they ne- 
der teach any thing in a ſermon, which they 
would have to be religiouſly obſerved and be- 
lieved by the people, but what is agreeable to 
the doctrine of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and which the Catholick Fathers and ancient 
Biſhops have collected from that very doctrine. 
The Church of England receives with all | 
due reverence the divine authority of Holy | 
Scripture, but allows no doctrine to be | 
ſcriptural, or neceſſary to be believed, but 


Ll 
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2 the doctrine gathered from ſcripture by the ; 
8 primitive fathers. 5 
2 * Imprimis vero videbunt {conc;9:atcres, ) ne quid unquam i 


doceant pro concione, quod a populo religioſe teneri et 
credi velint, niſt quod conſentaneum fit doctrinæ veteris 
aut novi Jeſtamenti, quodque ex illa ipſa doctrina catholici 
patres et veteres Epiſcopi collegerint. Sparrow's Collection of 
Articles, Iyunctiens, Canons, &c. ed. 4% 1684. p. 237. 
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I obſerved, that upon the demiſe of 
the Apoſtles Biſhops, Preſbyters, and Dea- 
cons were found to be the eſtabliſhed 
rulers in all Churches; that Biſhops were 
ſupreme Governours under Chriſt, and 
Preſbyters and Deacons ſubordinate mini. 
ters and ſubject to them. And to confirm 
this obſervation, let me now add, “ that 
theſe diſtinct orders are expreſly declared 
by the Church of England to have been in 
the Church of Chriſt From the time of the 


Apoſtles, and + appointed by God. As to 


preaching in ps rticular, I ſhewed from 4 
Mr. Bingham, that in the primitive Church 
it was principally held to be the Biſhop's 
office, and that Then Preſbyters preached, 
they preached by the Biſhops authority 
and commiſiton, who had power, when 
they ſaw juſt reaſon to forbid it, to limit 


or aikido their commiſſion again. To 


this point after ſome few reflexions, which 
ſerve only to ſhew your diſpoſition 7o [peak 
evil of Gig, ities, you thus object, « Doth 
not he (Mr. Bingham) in the very book 
e and chapter quoted by Mr. N. N. intro- 
„ duce St. Jer aſking this queſtion, 
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« Prefbyter, ſetting afiae the buſineſs of Or- 


The Preface to the Form of " Conſecration and Ordinatiom- 
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ce qi nation? And at the fame time doth he 
* not tell us, that St. Com ſpeaks to 
te the ſame purpoſe, 5 e are ſe ber icur to 
e them only in the power of crdaining, and 
&« have that one th! ing more than they ? It 
« they have only that one thing more than 
de they, then it is plain, that a Preſbyter 
& os ſuch hath a power to preach as ex- 
te tenſive as that of a Biſhop, and is not 
e occaſionally entruited therewith; conſe- 
« quently Mr. N. N. mutt either have miſ- 
lt ee le Mr. Bingbam, or, Mr. Bing. 
« ham muſt have contra dicted himſelf,” 
It is plain, Sir, that when vou wrote this, 
you had Mr. Bingoan's book before your 
eyes, and mult know that I had not miſ- 
repreſented him. "This infinuation therefore 
is highly difingennous. Your charge too 
againſt Mr. Bingbam is mere calumny. He 
has in no wiſe contradicted himſelf, and 
you muſt know it. For granting with St. 
Ferom and St, Chryſo/iom, that the common 
ofices of a Biſhop, excepting ordination, 
were ordinarily encruſted in the hands of 
Preſbyters, yet has * Mr. 3:ngham ſhewn 
beyond all contradiction this obvious dif- 
ference to have been betwixt à Biſhop and 
a Preſbyter, that the one acted by an ab- 
« ſolute and independent power, the other 
c jn dependance upon and ſubordination 
„ to his Biſhop; by whoſe authority and 
* Jbid. ſeR. 1, 2, 
E 2 & di- 
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directions under God he was to be go- 
<« verned, and do nothing without his con- 
* ſent or againſt it; ſo that tho' there was 
* no difference in the things that were 
© done, yet there was an eſſential diffe- 
& rence in the power of doing them.” 

And hence it will be eaſy to give an 
anſwer to what you have farther urged 
upon this ſubject. For if Preſbyters are 
by their original inſtitution ſubordinate to 
their Biſhops, as they certainly are, and 
by their office obliged to act depen- 
dently upon them, then cannot Preſbyters 
as ſuch have a commiſſion from God ei- 
ther to preach the word, or adminiſter 
the Sacraments, in oppoſition to the au- 
thority of their Biſhops, Every attempt of 
this kind, however varniſhed over with 
ſpecious pretences, would in the antient 
Church have been cenſured as an act of 
ſpiritual rebellion, a reſiſting the ordi- 
' nance of Chriſt, who has entruſted the 
chief governors of his Church with ſupe- 
Tior powers, and placed Preſbyters in a 
ſtate of ſubjection under them. Nor will 
it avail to object, as you do, that he gifts 
and callings of God with reſpect to bis elect 
are without repentance. For no Preſbyter_ 
adminiſtring divine ordinances in oppolt- 
tion to the lawful authority of his Biſhop 
can be rightly accounted one of God's 
elect, whilſt he wilfully perſeveres in the 

open 
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vpen tranſgreſſion of God's commandment, 
Behold to obey, * ſays the prophet to King 
Saul, when he had offered to God an un- 
authorized worſhip, to obey is better than | 
crifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the ſin of witchere ft, and 


Jubborneſs i is as iniquity and idolatry. 


Let us now come to the judgment, and 
practice of the Churc! of En glaud. I 
obſerved, that Prieſts and Deacons were 
admitted to their reſpective orders by li- 
mited commiſſions, and referred to the 
offices of Ordination in our Common 
Prayer Books for a proof of it. To deſ- 
cend to particulars. In the office of Or- 
dering Deacons the words of the conn: {- 
ſion are very clear. Take the authority 
to read the Goſpel in the Church of GC: 474 
to preach the ſame, if thou be thereto lige 
by the Biſhop himſeif, From wh ence he 
inference is eaſy, that without the j:{t:on's 
licence he is not commiſſioned to Prexc at 
all. In the office of Ordering rfts the 
concluding clauſe of the cominiiiion is 
equally expreſs. Take thou aue 72 


preach the word of God, and to miniſten the 


Holy Sacraments, in the congregation, ware 
thut ſhall be lawfully appoint fed thereunto, 
From whence it no leſs naturally follows, 
that the exerciſe of the Prieſts commiſ- 


* Sam. XV, 22, 23. 5 
On 


— 
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ſion is limited to the congregation, where- 
unto he ſhall be lawfully appointed. 


In your anſwer to this we are firſt told, 


« that a /rue miniſter of Chriſt, be he 
“ called a Deacon, Preſbyter or Prieſt, 
* hath a commiilion to preach before the 
« Biſhop and elders give him any at all; 
* a commiſſion ſo neceſſary, that without 
& it all others are nothing worth; and 
& therefore as a previous queſtion the 


« Biſhop aſks, Do you trujt, that ycu are 
inwardly moved vy the Holy Ghoſt to take 
&« upon you this office and mnijiration to ſerve 
& God for the promoting of bis glory, and 


« the edifying of the peoples This commiſ- 


et ſion given him by the chief ſhepherd 
« and biſhop of Souls, as we have already 
e proved, extends to every man.“ But 
where, Sir, do you learn, or how have you 
proved, that our bleſſed Saviour has given 
to every true miniſter, or to any miniſter, 
a twofold commiſſion? Or, by what au- 
thority do you ſo boldly pronounce, that a 
commiſſion given by Chriſt's Vice-gerent, 
without a prior commiſſion from Chriſt 

himſelf, is nothing worth? Or, whence 

does it appear, that every Prieſt and Dea- | 
con has a commiſiion from Chriſt of uni- | 
verſal extent, before he receives a limited 
one from the Biſhop? Theſe, Sir, are 
ſtrange poſitions, unwarranted by ſcripture, 
and plainly repugnant to the doctrine of 


the 


| 


1 | 
the Church of England, for whoſe judg3 
ment you ſtill profeſs to retain a regard, 
The Church of England acknowledges no 
commiſtion, except that which is given by 
the Biſhop ; and every commiſſion given 
by the Biſhop is held by the Church to be 
a valid commiſſion, though given to un- 
worthy miniſters, whoſe miniſtrations are 
directly affirmed by her 36th article to be 
Fectual, though adminiſtred by evil men. 
In the 23d article we are plainly taught, 
that it is not lawful for any man to take upon 
bim the office of publick preaching, or miniſ- 


tring the ſacraments in the congregation, be- 


fore he be lawfully called and ſent to execute 


the ſame ; and theſe we ought to judge lau- 


Fully called and ſent, which be choſen and called 


to this work by men, who have publick autho- 
rity given unto them in the congregation, to 
call and fend miniſters into Chriſt's vineyard. 
And in the preface to the offices of Conſe- 
cration and Ordination 'tis expreſsly de- 
clared, that no man ſhall be accounted or 


taken to be a lawful Biſhop, Prief, or Dea- 


con, in the Church of England, or ſuffered 
to execute any of the ſaid functions, except . 
he be called, tryed, examined, and admitted 
thereunto, according to the form hereafter 
following, or bath had formerly epiſcopal Conſe- 
cration or Ordination. Tis not enough to be 
tryed, called, and examined, but he muſt be 
admitted by Epilcopal Conſecration or Or- 

dination, 


( 32 ] 
dination, before he can be accounted a 
true miniſter of Chriſt in the judgment of 
the Church. 'The previous queſtions put 
by the Biſhop, upon which you would 
ſeem to ground the ſhadow of an argu- 
ment, are proper enquiries into the quali— 
fications of perſons to be ordained; but 
no qualifications can empower any man 
to take upon him any office or miniſtra- 
tion in the Church, 'till he has received a 
commiſſion from thoſe men, who are au- 
thorized by God to give it. Can you not 
diſtinguiſh, Sir, between an inward motion 
to undertake an office, and an actual com- 
miſſion to execute it ? The ſeven Deacons, 
who were firſt choſen into that office, the 
loweſt office in the miniſtry, were men 
full of the Holy Ghoſt and of wiſdom, and 
properly qualified according to the will 6 
Teſus Chrijt to take the cſſice upon them; and 
yet they preſumed not to take it upon 
them, till they had been outwardly com- 
miſtzoned by the laying on of tne Apoſtles 
hands. 
You go on, © and agreeable to this 
commiſſion, the deſire of every true mi- 
niſter of Chriſt is conſiſtent with the 
« pious and catholick prayers of our Church 
e in the Ember Weeks, as much as poſſi- 
ble lieth in him, both by bis liſe ana 
« doctrine to ſet forward the ſalvation of 
cc all 


cc 


c 
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c 
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& ail me.“ And again, © ſhe (the Church) 
© believes that his commiſſion extends to 
* all; otherwiſe how could ſhe pray in 
é faith, that by life and doctrine e may 
te ſet forward the ſalvation of all. This 
petition muſt be underſtood in a ſenſe con- 
ſiſtent with the preceding part of. the 
prayer, and the offices of the Church to 
which it refers. Inſtead of the previous 
commiſſion from Chriſt of univerſal extent, 


to which againſt all reaſon you ſay it is a- 


grecable, the prayer ſuppoſes that the per- 
ſons to be ordained have as yet received no 
commiſſion whatſoever ; for it would be 
abſurd to pray, that God would guide ond 
govern the minus of the Biſhops faith ally and 
toiſely to make cho! ce of fit perſons to ferve 
in the ſacred miuiſtry of the Churco, if they 
had already received a commiſſion from 
Chriſt, appointing them to execute their 
ſeveral miniſterial offices without reſtric- 
tion. The deſign of the petition is to beg 


a bleſſing from God upon thoſe, who are 


to be admitted into Holy Orders accord- 
ing to the form of Ordination uſed by 
the Church, and cannot be intended to im- 
ply a greater extent of power, than is given 


to each particular Order by the offices of 


Ordination. But as this power is limited in 
the commiſſions given to Prieſts and Dea- 
cons, the petition muſt be interpreted in a 
manner agreeable thereunto. And is there 


F no 
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no Way, hereby a Clergyman may by thts 
life and daclrine ſit ſore 1d the faloation of 
mankind in gencial, but by trampling under 
foot the moſt Nekell obligations, by inva- 
ding the functions of other Clergymen, 
and opening a door for a ſeparate Congre- 
gation ? Or can 5 be properly ſuppoſed 
19 any 1 to fot forward the ſulvation of 
1rnk nd by 1705 life ond doctrine, whole doc- 
trilie . the order which Chriſt has 
eſtabliſhed, and whoſe /rfe is a conſtant ex- 
ample of diſobedience to thoie ſuperiors, 
whon God and his own vows have obliged 
him to obe 
Vou urg e as a ſecond objection, “that 
© the perion ordained upon the exhibition 
e of his Letters of Orders Ss, with the con- 
“ ſent of the lettlech preacher, bath alſo by 
de the $0th Cauon the Bi ithop's s authority to 
„ preach to any Congregation in his Dio- 
«cc; and as a third, that if the per- 
tt 055 OrGaiued has a call to ſettle in any 
“part ticular Congregation, then the Biſhop 
© gives him his Letters of Licence, where- 
by he is empowered not only es a ſettled 
e preacacr to otticiate, but alſo to demand 
his annual fallary.” The Canons of the 
Church of HEuglaud are in all reſpects con- 
ofrmavie to the articles and publick offices 
Of the Ohürch, as above recited, No 1n- 
fertor Clergviman is allowed by theſe Ca- 
nuns to preach to any Congregation with— 
out 


= 


= 
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out the leave of his ſuperiours. Ey the Ca- 
nons paſſed in Canvacation in 1571, it is 
expreisiy provided, * that no eantyter {all 
preach 1 even in bis own Pari <1 
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cut the Piſts ps fri mijn; nor 49 * e 
elſe, it uleſs d a_[preial ! /icerje from the Crown 
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perion ordained, you fees; by t LC 
exhibit Bis Licenſe to proach, and not. | 
Letters of 7c ers, before he can! 

ted to preach in any Congregation within 
the Dioceſe, And yet, EVE n according to 
your OWN fepreſentation, as the perſon or- 
gained acts by the Biſhop's authority, and 
of courle IS {a7 f aliy appointed, Lhcre 18 no- 


Nemo niſi ab Epi'copo ber miſfus in Parccliia ſua pub- 
lice pie -dicabit, nec poltea audebit concionari extra minitle- 
mm & Eccicham ſuam, niſi poteſtatem ita concionandi ac- 
ceperit, vel a Regia N. 4x itate per omnes regni partes, vel 
ab Arcki iepiſcopo per provinciam, vel ab Epiſcopo per diœ— 
cem. arr. w's Collection of Articles, Lijundlious, EC: p. 237. 
edit.” 1683. 

+ Miniſter, Oeconomus, aliiqne Eceleie officiarii, ne— 
minem patientur in ſus cel vi11s aut Capel lis concionari, 
nil qui, Licentiig ſuis ad prædicandum exhibitis, juſta au— 
Woritate in eam parte m muniri compe:ientur. Lid p. 292. 
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thing in this caſe either inconſiſtent with 
the words of the ſeveral offices of ordina- 
tion, or the inferences which I drew from 
them. And the ſame may be {aid of the 
following inſtance alledged in your third 
objection. 

I farther confirmed the concluſion I 
drew from the words of the commiſſion by 
obſerving, that this commiſſion was not 
given till after the Prieſt to be ordained 
had made a folemn vow by the help of Ged 
e, {o obey his Ord nary, and other 

lief miniſters, unto whom the government 

227 charge ever bim is committed, felluing 
With a glad mind and will their godly admo- 
nittons, and ſubmitting himſelf 10 their godly 
judoments. To this you reply, True, but 
e not to their zngodly judgments.” And 
you ſay right. For ſhould a Biſhop com- 
mand the tranſgreſſion of any divine law, 
the diſbelief of any article of Faith, or 
the non-performance of any moral duty, 
the anſwer would be eaſy, Ve muſi obey God 
rather than man. But is it an Yager Jjudg- 
men? to injoyn obedience to the rules of 
diſcipline, which have ever ſubſiſted in the 
Church from the earlieſt ages of Chriſtiani- 
ty ? Is it an wngecd!y judgment to require a 
ſubordinate miniſter to keep within the juſt 
bounds of his proper ſtation, and not in- 
trude into the province of his brethtien ? 
The Canons of the Church of England, as 


we 


„ 
we have alloy N- nds 
to 3 without the E 5 0p 
theſe Canons zngodly | injun ens 
ungodly judgment in tine Drdina! 


the obſervan ce of the a? | ut Zed 
compliance with an. 7 8000 jd 
words were theſe, “ 5 

ea private Prieſt, miſcalcin 


cc 


and preſuming upon an unlimited com 
e miſſion to preach, 12:01 Contrary. to ti 
e known will of his Biſhop and the die. 
& pline eſtabliſhed in the Ch e from the 
« firſt foundation cf F Chir ſrianity, gather 


ce to himſelf a congregation out of the ſe- 
«© veral flocks committed to the charge 
« of other Clergy men latwfully appointed, 
« would not the Clergyman acting thus 
% exceed the bounds of the commiſſion 


! 
given in the Ordering of a Priait? Would 
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ce not the ſeveral miniſtrations he performs 
e in ſuch a enngregation be fo many Ms 


* of difobec ler nce to his Biſhop, fo many 
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every offender of what rank ſoever within 
the limits of his juriſdiction 1th all autho- 
rity, And here, Sir, as you profeſs your- 
ſelf a member of the Church of England, 
give me leave to aſk, whether every Paſtor 
of a ſettled congregation in the Church of 
England, regularly inſtituted and inducted, 
is not lawfully ſent to miniſter in the ſame ? 
Whether the care of ſouls in that congre- 
gation thus /awfully committed to him does 
not give him a rightful claim to the obe- 
dience of his flock? Whether any other 

can /awully aſſume a paſtoral care over any 
part of the faid flock, without his conſent, 

and againſt the authority of the Ordinary, 
or withdraw them from the obedience they 
owe to their /awwful Paſtor ? Whether there- 
fore any Clergyman gathering to himſelf a 
congregation out of the ſeveral flocks thus 
lawfully committed to the care of other 
Pattors, contrary to the known will and 
godly admonition of his Ordinary, to whom 
he has vowed obedience, does not by fo do- 
ing uſurp the diſcharge of a miniſterial of- 
fice not /awfully committed to him, invade 
the rights and functions of other Paſtors 
tawfuliy appointed, and directly break the 
vows and engagements he entered into at 
his Ordination? And conſequently, whe- 
ther J had not reaſon to aſk, if a Clergy- 
man acting thus could poſſibly he either 
in 


1 
in the true way himſelf, or the rue way 
in him? 

If we enquire into the ſenſe of Scripture 
concerning the validity of an internal call 
without an outward commiſſion, we ſhall 
find it exactly conſonant to the Articles and 
Otfices of the Church of England. That 
our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles did not 
take upon them the miniſterial office, till 
they were outwardly called and commiſ- 
fioned to execute it, we have already ſhewn ; 
and yet no perſonal qualifications were want- 
ing on their part previous to the commiſ- 
fion they received. To which let me add 
the words of St. Paul, * No man taheth this 
honour to himſelf, but he that is called of God, 
as was Auron. No man can claim the ho- 
nour of officiating as a Miniſter in the 
Church of Chriſt, who is not called and 
fent to execute that office by an outward com- 
miſſion in like manner as Aaron was. And 
how dreadful and diſpleaſing it is to Al- 
mighty God, for an inferiour Miniſter to 
aſſume any part of the miniſterial office, 
which he is not outward;y commitiioned to 
execute, | we may learn from the example 
of Corab and his company, who preſuming 
upon their own holineſs, and pretending that 
the Lord was among them, offered incenſe 


* Heb. v. 4. + Num. xvi. 3, 32, 33. 


before 


40 J 
before the Lord, which they were not out- 
wardly commiſſioned to do; And the earth 
opened ber mouth, ard fa vallowed them uþ and 
their houſes, ond ail the men that aff ertained 
unto Corah, ond al their g gls; he, aud all 
that apper tained to them wo. nt down ainve into 
the pit, and the earth cofed upon them; and 
they periſhed from aming the congregation, 


To come now to the dire es, which 
you charge upon the opinions that I have 
maintained. You begin thus, © Suppoſing 
«© with that Gentleman, that a Clergyman 
“ ig. not in the frue way, or the ih way 
© in him, becauſe that he believes his com- 
« miſſion runs, freach the Goſpel to every 
ce creature; and thereby, contrary to the 
&« declared will of his Biſhop, preaches to 
any who are willing to hear, whereſo— 
% ever a door is open; mult not this prove, 
« firſt, that our Siſter Church of Scotland, 
* and all our Proteſtant diſſenting brethren, 
are all to a man out of the rute way. 
© For did not their ancetors thake off obe- 
e dience to the declared ali of their Bi- 
* ſhops? My words were, Can Le then be 
:n tbe true way, or the true way in him, 
whoſe every mini/lerial ad is an invajo of 
the rights and functions of anther, and a 
dirett infringes ent of his own Vouvs of fidelity 
aud ſubuiifion? But you ſuppoſe your Cler- 

gyman 


54 
gyman to preach only to any whoare willin ea 
* to hear, whereſoever a door is open. ” And 
are Chriſtian people at liberty to run after 
every preacher, who ſhall open a door fortheir 
admiſſion ? Is no adherence due from the 
Aocks to the Paſtors, who are lawfully and 
regularly ſet over them ? St. Paul * ſays, 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your 
ſouls. And what right have either the in- 
feriour Clergy, or any of the Laity, to be 
exempt from the obſervance of St. Paul's 
command? But does your Clergyman's con- 
gregation really, Sir, conſiſt only of ſuch un- 
ſtæady people, “as are willing to hear, where- 
* ſoever a door 1s open?“ Have no tickets 
been given out to appropriated followers ? 
no pews diſpoſed of to ſettled members? 
Now, Sir, to purſue the metaphor of a 
ſhepherd and his flock, let us ſuppoſe a 
neighbour of yours to ſet open the gate of 
his field for the reception of ſuch theep, 
as ſhall have ſtrayed from your fold ; and 
when he has them in poſſeſſion, let us far- 
ther ſuppoſe him to ſet his mark upon 
them, and call them his own ; Would you 
not have juſt cauſe to complain of him as 
2n invader of your property? And would 
the plea of the ſheep Ing willing to feed 


* Heb. xii. 17. 
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whereſoever a gate was open be deemed 
by you to be a rational excuſe? But to 
come cloſer to your objection, Why do 
you, Sir, as a Clergyman of the Church of 
England, call the Church of Scotland our 
Siſter-Church ? Has any Church-act paſſed 
on either ſide acknowledging the relation? 
Do not the two Churches dilagree both in 
doctrine, in worſhip, and in diſcipline? . 
Whence then ariſes the alliance ? And here 
I make no ſcruple to declare, that I do not 
think myſelf obliged ro vindicate the con- 
duct of the Scottiſh Reformers, who not 
only ſhook off obedience to the declared 
will of their Biſhops, but caſt off Epiſco- 
pacy too, which you yourſelf, Sir, if true 
to your ſubſcription, muſt allo diſapprove. 
And for the ſame reaſon you mult likewiſe 
condemn our diſſenting brethren. For if 
Epiſcopacy be of divine : appointment, which, 

as we have ſeen, is the doctrine of the 
Church of England, the Diſſenters, who 
have rejected it, muſt be in the wrong. 
The two oppoſite terms of a contradiction 

cannot both be true. As to the damnation, 
which you ſo freely diftrrbute, pleaſe to 
take notice, it is your expreſſion, not mine. 
To their own judge they muſt ſtand or fall; 
and how far the fincerity of their inten- 
tions, and a firm adherence to the dictates 
of their Conſcience, may excuſe their de- 
. parture 
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pens from the diſcipline of the Church, 
is neither your part nor mine to deter- 

tnine. | 
Can then the Engliſh Reformation be 
defended upon the principles, which I 
have advanced? For, ſecondly, ſay you, 
© muſt not Mr. N. N's principles prove, 
de that all our pious Reformers in King 
« FEdiard's days, and glorious Martyrs in 
«© Queen Mary's, were all out of the true 
% way? For did not they all knowingly, 
„ willingly, and reſolutely diſobey the &. 
e clared will of their Biſhop of Rome? 
T anſwer, the Biſhop of Rome has no juriſ- 
diction in the realm of England. The 
power he claimed here before the Refor- 
mation was uſurped and unlawful, and 
deſervedly as ſuch caſt off. The power 
contended for in the Biſhops of England is a 
power conferred by Chriſt, deſcending from 
the Apoſtles, exerciſed by the Biſhops of 
the Primitive Church, eſtabliſhed by the 
Articles, Canons, and publick Offices of 
the Church of England, ſubſcribed to by 
yourſelf, and a-knowledged at the time of 
your Ordination, Can you ſee no ditterence 
in theſe two ci ſes? The Church of Rome 
was corrupt in docttine, polluted in wor— 
ſhip, erroneous in diſcipline. The Biſhops 
of England, as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles, 
and preſiding over Provincial Churches, 
G 2 had 
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had a juſt right, according to the principles 
I have maintained, to correct whatever was 
amiſs in their reſpective diſtricts; and as 
this could not be done without ſhaking off 
the Papal yoke, they in ſo doing diſcharged 
the duties they owed to God, and to the 
people committed to their charge. 


Thus, Sir, have I proved, that the prin- 
ciples advanced in my firft letter, (however 
ſtigmatized by you as terrible, horrible, po- 
Fiſh, uncharitable, abſurd, unreaſonable, an- 
tiſcriptural, viperous) are both agreeable 
to Scripture, the tradition of the Primi- 
tive Church, and the Doctrine of the 
Church of England, as taught in her Ar- 
_ ticles, Canons, and publick Offices. And 
if you can ſhew, that I have either miſre- 
ported any one fact, or drawn any conclu- 
ſion, which does not naturally follow from 
the premiſſes it is drawn from, I am ready 
to retract it. I think it no ſhame to ac- 
knowledge a miſtake. At the ſame time 
T would adviſe you for the future to keep 
cloſe to your ſubject, maturely to weigh 
the difficulty propoſed, and to give a direct 
_ anſwer, without running out into fruitleſs 
digreſſions and intemperate language, which 
may ſerve indeed to amuſe your reader and 
draw off his attention from its principal ob- 
ect, but can carry no conviction along with 
them, 
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them, and will never paſs with the ſober and 
judicious for reaſon and argument. 

To conclude, You rightly obſerve, Sir, 
that nothing is more deceitful than the 
heart of man. Not every thing, which 
may ſeem righteous in our own eyes, is 
righteous in the ſight of God. We are too 
apt to be miſled by flattering appearances, 
and we have a powerful adverſary, who 
lyes in wait continually to enſnare us, and 
whoſe artifice it has ever been to convey his 
deluſions under the form of piety, When 
Corab and his company rebelled againſt 
Aaron, the-pretence was, * that all the con- 
gregation were holy every one of them. Our 
bleſſed Saviour has F affored us, that man 
will be rejected, by him, who ſhail plead, 
that in his name they have done mary wonder= 
ful works, And they who diſturbed the 
peace of the Church at Corinth, St. Paul | 
tells us, transformed themſelves into the Apoſtles 
of Chrijt, Permit me therefore once more 
charitably to remind you of the rank you 
hold in the Church, and the ſubordinate 
ſtation, wherein Providence has placed you. 
Reflect upon the limited nature of your 
office, your ſolemn ſubſcription, the vow 
you made at your ordination, and the ſpirit 
of animoſity and diviſion which has been 


Numb. xvi. 2. + Matt. vii. 15. f 2 Cor. xi. 13. 


raiſed 
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raiſed in the Church,. by means of the ui 
authorized congregations, which have of late 
been ſet up. Be not deceived, God is not 


_ mocked, whatfuruer a man ſewe th that ſhall 
be 40% r cp. 


J am, Sir, with great truth, 


Your fincere well-wiſher 


in Chriſt Jeſus, 
W. A. 


E Cal. vi. oe 


